
NEW FREEDOM BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
July 8, 2013 

 
Meeting called to order by President Terrell at 1900 hours. Present were: 
                                                    J. Blum – Council member (arrived 1916 hrs.) 
                                                    D. Sarpen – Council member 
                                                    K. Earll – Council member 
                                                    L. O’Brien – Council member 
                                                    T.L. Crawford – Administrator 
                                                    S. Hovis - Solicitor 
Other present: see attached 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
DISBURSEMENTS 
General - $ 216,803.10 Motion by D. Sarpen, seconded by K. Earll to approve. Motion carried. 
Water - $ 98,206.88 Motion by D. Sarpen, seconded by K. Earll to approve. Motion carried. 
Sewer - $ 76,970.50 Motion by L. O’Brien, seconded by D. Sarpen to approve. Motion carried. 
Rec. - $ 416.71 Motion by L. O’Brien, seconded by D. Sarpen to approve. Motion carried. 
Comm. Ctr. - $ 1,550.53 Motion by L. O’Brien, seconded by K. Earll to approve. Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES: (June 10, 2013) 
Motion by D. Sarpen, seconded by K. Earll to approve the minutes as presented. Motion carried.  
 
REPORTS: 
Solicitor – S. Hovis advised he researched the deeds adjoining the “unclaimed” alley, and the 
descriptions vary from public alley, private alley, alley or no alley reference. He also noted the 
Pennsylvania Borough Code was amended in 2012 on the provisions for adopting or 
abandoning roads. He will provide Council a written memo prior to the August meeting 
noting the facts and options. 
  
Rec. Council – M. Halapin advised the parade was well attended, and the “Storybook Trail” 
program will be held on Thursday, July 11.  
 
Water – D. Sarpen reviewed change order #1 authorizing PVC pipe instead of ductile iron in 
the amount of $ 11,656. He explained this change should result in a decreased price at the end 
of the contract. Motion by K. Earll, seconded by L. O’Brien to approve change order # 1. 
Motion carried with D. Sarpen abstaining. D. Sarpen reviewed change order #2 that is a result 
of a sinkhole that opened up in the area where a valve was replaced in the amount of  $2,573. 
Motion by L. O’Brien, seconded by K. Earll to approve change order # 2. Motion carried with 
D. Sarpen abstaining. D. Sarpen reviewed change order #3 extending the contract 16 days due 
to weather conditions. Motion by K. Earll, seconded by L. O’Brien to approve change order  
# 3. Motion carried with D. Sarpen abstaining.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Raymond Noll of Constitution Ave. questioned the decision on the “unnamed alley”, and 
advised Council he measured the cartways of the alleys in the Borough. Bill Hansen of Franklin 
St. questioned an alley adjoining his property, noting it is plowed but not maintained. Council 
advised only 1 alley is in question at this time, and more research is being done concerning 
alleys. S. Hovis explained the statutes in the Commonwealth pertaining to public roadways, as 
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well as the difference in the ROW and the cartway. R. Noll reiterated his deed states a 20 ft. 
public alley. S. Hovis advised Mr. Noll that he stated the alley in question adjoining his 
property was measured by him at 11 ft., that would mean 4.50 feet of his property is the 
Boroughs, and could not have a structure in it. He noted not all property owners would be 
willing to give up a foot or two of property if needed to create the ROW. S. Hovis further 
explained it is not a clear cut solution, particularly on older land parcels, and deeds are not 
always 100% accurate. He also noted there are procedures that have to be followed and 
possibly a survey to determine the ROW and cartway and property lines. M. Schuhart advised 
the property owners want the alley to remain as it has in the past with the Borough 
maintaining it. He advised Council if they abandon it they will have a fight on their hands by 
the residents in the area. President Terrell advised this issue arose due to an inquiry by a 
property owner, and the Borough did not have a problem maintaining it, but now is 
obligated to determine if it is Borough property. After a lengthy discussion, Solicitor Hovis will 
provide a memo to Council concerning the options and issues with the ownership and 
responsibility of the “unnamed alley”. 
 
Diane Folger questioned if Council can take any action to slow traffic on Main St. near the 
crosswalk. Council advised Main St. is a Penn Dot road and the Borough can take no action. 
 
BUSINESS: 
Resolution 2013-4 – S. Hovis reviewed the Resolution establishing the fees for Amusement 
permits. Motion by J. Blum, seconded by D. Sarpen to adopt Resolution 2013-4. Motion carried. 
 
Werner/Eden agreement – President Terrell advised an agreement will not be necessary; the 
property owners will be utilizing seepage pits on their property, not Borough property.  
 
D. Sarpen reviewed Payment Requisition No#2 from York Excavating for the water 
valve/line/hydrant contract in the amount of $69,668.33. Motion by J. Blum, seconded by L. 
O’Brien to approve as presented. Motion carried with D. Sarpen abstaining. 
 
 
OTHER: 
Freedom Green Sign –B. Merrill explained the sign to be placed on the property, noting the 
size and number of signs may violate the ZO. T.L. Crawford also advised there is also a concern 
on the mowing of the parcel by the public works dept. Council discussed the sign and 
recommended B. Merrill meet with the Zoning Officer and a member of the public works dept. 
and determine how the sign may be placed. 
 
J. Blum advised he has been attending meetings with other municipal officials concerning the 
possibility of WellSpan opening an “urgent care” facility in southern York County. He noted 
the feasibility of this is still being evaluated, but information booklets will be available in the 
municipal office lobby.   
 
Mason Dixon Soccer League – Council reviewed the letter received from Ms. Dills concerning a 
5K run. She requests Council permit the run along Front St. since the County Parks Director will 
not grant authorization to run on the rail trail as of this date. She explained the group rented 
Goodfellow Park and will be running to Quail Park along the rail trail if authorized by the 
County Parks Director; if not request to utilize Front St. Council expressed dissatisfaction with 
Parks Director Klunk, and the handling of this event. Motion by J. Blum, seconded by L. 

2 
 



3 
 

O’Brien to send a letter to York County Parks Director, and copy the York County 
Commissioners expressing support for the 5k run being on the rail trail, and the dissatisfaction 
with the handling of this request from Ms. Dills. Motion carried.    
 
President Terrell requested Council consider holding an appreciation banquet this year, noting 
it has not been held the previous 2 years due to financial constraints. Motion by J. Blum, 
seconded by D. Sarpen to hold an appreciation banquet on the first Friday in Dec. Motion 
carried.  
 
 
ADJORUNMENT: 
Motion by J. Blum, seconded by K. Earll to adjourn the meeting at 2022 hours. Motion carried.    
 


